MEN OF POWER
This Parliament began not by voting money for the
war but by impeaching Strafford, the King's chief
lieutenant and strong-arm man. It went on to pass
a new law to the effect that the two Houses could not
be dissolved except by their own consent. Further,
it abolished the three iniqtiitious courts Charles had
set up and declared illegal some of the taxes he had
imposed.
Meanwhile, insurrection broke out in Ireland. The
Irish Catholics tried to wipe out the Protestant colony
planted in Ireland during the reign of James L It
was a bloody affair, and thousands of English and
Scottish settlers perished miserably.
And now Charles committed the ultimate in despot-
ism. Making a charge of treason, he attempted to
seize five of the leading members of Parliament The
nation could not forgive this act of royal folly. With
such watchwords as "Privilege of Parliament" and
"To.your tents, O Israel!** the citizens rallied around
their representatives, formed an armed escort for them,
and conveyed them back to the Parliament buildings by
way of the River Thames. The river itself was filled
with boats of other armed citizens determined to have
done with the tyranny of their King. Charles, fright-
ened by the uprising, fled from London and took refuge
in York. The civil war had begun.
Parliament now demanded new guarantees against
the King's encroachments. It insisted that such mat-
tors as the control of the militia, the education and
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